With or Without You Discussion Questions
1. Throughout the book, Evan offers several reasons for hiding his relationship with Erik from his family and friends. When have you hidden a relationship (or something) from someone you care about and why?

2. Davis’s attempts at being popular (joining clubs, etc.) often derailed if they weren’t immediately successful. When have you given up on an endeavor too early, or when have you stuck with something too long?

3. Despite seeing several red flags, Erik continues to trust Evan for most of the book, until he’s forced to realize Evan hasn’t been honest with him. How far are you willing to trust someone when signs indicate you maybe shouldn’t?

4. Davis joins the Chasers because he thinks it will make him popular and powerful.  When have you done something solely to gain popularity or power?

5. Evan draws inspiration for his paintings from a variety of artists. What people have influenced you in your life and set you in directions you never thought you’d go?

6. Many of the characters face the pressure of choosing between doing something to please someone else and doing what’s right for them personally. Talk about the different ways the characters handle this choice and a time when you faced a similar situation.

7. Self-expression comes in many forms throughout the book (Evan, for example, expresses himself through painting). Discuss how the main characters choose to express themselves and which of their methods you would or wouldn’t choose.

8. Evan discovers that one of the bullies who has tormented him his whole life is in the closet. Discuss reasons why someone in the closet would act out violently against someone who is out of the closet.

9. Evan and his sister, Shan, hated each other when they were younger but grew to have a mature relationship as they grew older. Talk about how you relate to siblings or other family and how that relationship has changed over time.

10. Early in the book, Evan is swept off his feet by Erik’s sense of romance. Describe your idea of a perfect date.

11. Honesty vs. secrets come up often in throughout the book.  How do secrets help Evan, and how do they hurt him?

12.  The ending of With or Without You is open-ended. Do you think Evan and Erik will make things work? Where do you see the characters in a year? Ten years?

